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Wendy Smith-Begolka is the VP for Scientific and Clinical Affairs for the National 
Eczema Association (NEA) where she guides the evolution and growth of NEA’s 
patient-centric research and clinical care efforts across the organization and with 
diverse stakeholders. Prior to joining NEA in 2018, she conducted biomedical 
laboratory research investigating immunological pathways of autoimmune disease at 
Northwestern University, and for over a decade, she led the development of American 

Academy of Dermatology clinical guidelines and the application of science to the intersecting areas of 
quality, education, and advocacy. Her 25-plus-year scientific career has focused on advancing research, 
the use of scientific discovery and findings to support improved therapeutic options and clinical care, 
and the translation of research data for educational, quality, advocacy, and policy initiatives. 
 


